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We love educational toys here at What’s good to do—we spend an awful lot of 
our time trying out educational products because there is no reason why 
learning can’t be just as much fun as playing. In fact, to engage kids properly in 
what they are learning, teaching through play is really valuable.    

 

And there is a massive range of toys on the market at the moment, so you’ll be 
able to find something for the kids, regardless of their age or what they’re 
interested in. Educational toys also make a fantastic Christmas gift idea, 
especially for the child who already seems to have everything, so we have 
been trying out coding toys and electronics, science kits and maths toys, and 
word games so you can find the perfect educational present this Christmas. 

 

There’s plenty more on the website too—click here to see all of the 
educational toys we have reviewed over the past few years, or read on below 
to see some of the best and most recent ones. We’re sure you’ll find 
inspiration for that perfect Christmas gift for inquisitive little minds! 
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Early Coding 
Coding Critters from Learning Resources 
AGE: 4+  PRICE: £40.00 
These super cute little critters will introduce your little 
ones to the basic concepts of coding: sequencing, logical 
thinking and problem solving whilst also encouraging 
story telling, and they’re great fun to boot. Available as 
kittens, puppies or dinosaurs, there’s a critter for 
everyone and we absolutely loved them! 

Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

Toys 

Power Tracks by John Adams  
AGE: 5+  PRICE: £29.99 
Power Tracks will introduce kids to both coding and 
circuits via Volty, the little coding robot and the 
jigsaw style pieces of circuit track for you to build. 
Volty even has a little screen so you can see what 
you’ve programmed into him, and we reckon he’ll 
appeal to kids who like building tracks as well as 
children who love problem solving, this is sure to keep 
the kids entertained for hours!  
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

XtremBots Smart Coding Robot 
AGE: 5+  PRICE: £29.99 
We loved the Smart Robot from XtremBots. Not only 
will it introduce kids aged 5+ to sequential coding 
(50+ commands), it also responds to hand gestures, 
rewards you with facial expressions and will boogie 
for you, so it’s both educational and fun. This one also 
has a remote control, unlike the others where they 
are coded on the device itself.  

Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

https://whatsgoodtodo.com/learning-resources-coding-critters-review/
https://www.learningresources.co.uk/category/coding-programming-resources/coding-critters-coding-toy
https://whatsgoodtodo.com/john-adams-power-tracks-review/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B07FTZQ8L7/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B07FTZQ8L7&linkCode=as2&tag=whatsgoodtodo-21&linkId=ade3e07c4501bb7da321696b51457ac4
https://whatsgoodtodo.com/xtrembots-smart-bot-review/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B07KXN4CPB/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B07KXN4CPB&linkCode=as2&tag=whatsgoodtodo-21&linkId=752a8db819ec2e4f45c2747064e4eecd
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Coding 
Artie 3000 from Learning Resources 
AGE: 7+  PRICE: £69.00 
We absolutely loved trying out Artie 3000, he’s a 
natural step up from some of the sequential coding toys 
aimed at early coders as he uses a block-based coding 
system, similar to what kids will be using at school. 

Because Artie will take what you are coding on the screen and plot it onto 
paper right before your eyes, there are real, tangible results and challenges so 
the kids have evidence of their work and can track their progress. From block
-based coding, you can progress to ‘real’ coding via Artie UI and even through 
to JavaScript. And as well as challenging the kids logical and coding skills, 
Artie will also use their maths skills as they will need to know angle sizes, 
properties of shapes and more—the more they know, the more interesting the 
pictures they will be able to draw. Whilst it’s for age 7+, we reckon kids aged 
9+ will get the most educational value from it. 
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

Toys 

Detective Dot Megapack 
AGE: 8+  PRICE: £18.99 
Not all coding has got to be tech and screen based and 
we reckon that Detective Dot is the perfect off-screen 
way for kids to learn the basic skills that they will need 
when they’re starting their coding journey. It all starts 
with a very official looking brown envelope that lands 
on their doorstep, informing them that they have been 
specially selected to join the CIA (Children’s Intelligence Agency), along with 
some instructions, a CIA Membership card and more so they can start their 
investigations. We think getting them started on a non-screen based product 
is a great option and is a low-cost way of getting the kids interested. And 
apart from anything else, it’s always good to see the kids sat at the table with 
a good, old fashioned pen and paper. They will need to be competent readers 
and writers, but other than that, it’s accessible to everyone—no tablet or PC 
needed.  
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

https://whatsgoodtodo.com/artie-3000-the-coding-robot-review/
https://www.learningresources.co.uk/artie-3000
https://whatsgoodtodo.com/detective-dot-megapack-review/
https://www.detectivedot.org/
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Coding 
Sphero BOLT Coding Robot  
AGE: 8+  PRICE: £149.99 
The Sphero BOLT has, without a doubt, been one of the 
favourite products that we have ever tried out. This 
spherical robot has more tech packed into its shatter-
proof form than you would imagine, and the end result 
is a coding ‘toy’ that is completely unputdownable and 

that we think most adults would learn a thing or two from as well as the kids! 
Run via an app on your phone, tablet or PC, there are two distinct sides of 
the BOLT—Play and Educational and they’re both fabulous. The BOLT will 
have you coding via block-based coding as well as JavaScript and they will be 
able to set speed, direction and patterns on the LED lights as well as 
mastering loops and even IF/THEN statements as they really get to grips with 
coding. We absolutely loved it, and it’s definitely not just a toy for kids; it’ll 
certainly see them into their teens and beyond too.  
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

Toys 

Sphero Mini Activity Kit  
AGE: 5+  PRICE: £79.99 
As much as we love the BOLT (and we do), the Sphero 
Mini Activity kit is another option that has all of the 
access to the same educational apps, but also comes with 
a set of activity cards and accessories so you can build 
your own obstacle course. The robot isn't as big and 
doesn't have quite as much tech on board as the BOLT, 
but the challenges and courses might just provide a bit of 
extra context or a physical aspect to the coding that some kids might prefer. 
As well as the cards, there is also access to Sphero’s brilliant online resources 
which provide learning courses, challenges and an online community of 
learners which is perfect for older kids who are looking to extend their 
learning. The Sphero Mini’s shell can even be replaced with differently 
coloured ones so your robot can be truly yours and personalised. The Sphero 
Mini is also available without the Activity kit for £49.99.  
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

https://whatsgoodtodo.com/sphero-bolt-review/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B07DLM5DL7/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B07DLM5DL7&linkCode=as2&tag=whatsgoodtodo-21&linkId=e2712b7958fcdc0e58e90f15fbd8d986
https://whatsgoodtodo.com/sphero-mini-activity-kit-review/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B07RDS2JJX/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B07RDS2JJX&linkCode=as2&tag=whatsgoodtodo-21&linkId=7fd06fd994a6c34fc45e266450125593
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Electronics 
Tech Will Save Us Electro Guitar 
AGE: 8+  PRICE: £29.99 
We are massive fans of TWSU at What’s good to do, 
and their new Electro Guitar set is no exception. The set 
and online tutorial will take you through physically 
building the guitar as well as the science behind how 
amps and pickups work and even music making guides. 

This is a great, physical hands-on set and it’s perfectly complemented by the 
other two sets in the new music studio range. A great introduction to 
electronics for kids with an interest in music and sounds.   
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

Toys 

Tech Will Save Us Electro Dough Fantasy Kit 

AGE: 4+  PRICE: £19.99 
Electro Dough conductive dough is a fabulous 
introduction for kids aged 4+ to circuits and current. The 
newly revamped kits will encourage kids with story 
telling and talking about emotions as well as providing a 
real and fun way for them to practice making bulbs light up and learn about 
short circuits and charge. A fun and safe way for younger kids to take their 
first foray into electronics in a fun and engaging way.  
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

Cambridge Brainbox Primary 2 Electronics Set 

AGE: 8+  PRICE: £39.99 
Finally, an electronics kit that does a bit of everything. The 
Primary 2 Electronics Set is a truly open-ended circuits set 
with a fantastic accompanying guide that is linked to the 
National Curriculum standards. This kit will allow kids to 

practice circuits, make buzzers and lights and get to grips with switches and 
short circuits. The snap-together kit is so easy to use and means you don’t 
need to strip wires or use a screwdriver.   
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

https://whatsgoodtodo.com/tech-will-save-us-electro-guitar-kit-review/
https://www.techwillsaveus.com/shop/electro-guitar-kit/
https://whatsgoodtodo.com/tech-will-save-us-electro-dough-fantasy-kit-review/
https://www.techwillsaveus.com/shop/electro-dough-fantasy-kit/
https://whatsgoodtodo.com/cambridge-brainbox-primary-2-electronics-kit-review/
https://www.brightminds.co.uk/products/cambridge-brainbox-primary-2-electronics-kit
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Reading & Writing 
Spelligator from Junior Learning  
AGE: 5+  PRICE: £23.99 
Kids learn best socially, be that with other kids or with 
adults, sharing the learning experience makes for more 
secure learning and they enjoy it more. Spelligator 
from Junior Learning is a great fun and very effective 
game for the whole family to play together to 
encourage phonics awareness and spellings. 2-4 players 
will compete with each other to stack as many words 

as they can on their alligators, constructing words with three synthetic 
phonemes that they will be familiar with from school. In fact, it’s a great 
game for parents who might not have used phonics when they were at school 
to really get to grips with the concept so they can support their kids. 
Spelligators is great fun and the kids genuinely won’t realise that they’re 
learning whilst they’re playing it, which is surely the mark of a good 
educational toy.   
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

Toys 

Word Families from Junior Learning  
AGE: 5+  PRICE: £19.99 
Word Families is another great game from Junior 
Learning to get the kids reading and talking. 
Aimed at kids aged 5+, Word Families is a 
collection of phonics sounds and blends tiles, and 
ideas for four games that you can play as a 
family. The tiles are colour-coded in red and blue 
to indicate whether the sounds belong at the 
beginning of a word or the end. These tiles and 
the instructions that go with it can be adapted to 
suit your kids and their abilities, making them a truly flexible product that is 
both a toy and a learning resource. The quality of the tiles is great and this is 
a game that should last you and your family for a long time—a fantastic 
product that makes a great Christmas present.     
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

https://whatsgoodtodo.com/junior-learning-spelligator-review/
https://juniorlearning.co.uk/products/jl100-spelligator
https://whatsgoodtodo.com/junior-learning-word-families-review/
https://juniorlearning.co.uk/products/jl120-word-families
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Reading & Writing 
Banjo Robinson Pen Pal Subscription  
AGE: 5+  PRICE: from £5.15 per month  
Pen Pals almost seem like a thing of a bygone age, which is 
a crying shame because receiving letters and replying to 
them is a fantastic way of encouraging your kids to read 
and write! There’s something very special about receiving a 
letter containing exciting news, and that’s exactly what a 

subscription to Banjo Robinson provides. Every month, your child will receive a 
letter from their new globe-trotting friend, Banjo Robinson, who is keen to tell 
them all about his travels. To get them started, they will receive a welcome 
pack containing paper and an envelope for them to write back to Banjo, as 
well as stickers and a map of the world so they can see where Banjo has been. 
This subscription is a great way for your child to get some experience of real-
world writing and for them to experience the fun and excitement of waiting 
for the postman to bring them a letter. A fantastic Christmas present that 
really will deliver joy to a child! 
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

Toys 

Poio Learn to Read App and Book 
AGE: 3-8  PRICE: £18.99 
As much as we love learning and reading paper 
books, there will always be a place for apps and 
digital learning—apps can engage children in a 
way that little else can and they love the instant 
feedback that an electronic device can give 
them. The difference with Poio is that as well as 
the app that will get them reading, once they have completed part of the 
game, they will also receive an accompanying hardback book to help them 
with their reading journey, and they won’t even think that they’re learning. 
The app keeps them motivated and doesn’t let them stand still. You will even 
receive emails detailing your little learner’s progress through the app. If you 
want to give the gift of reading to a child this Christmas, we reckon the Poio 
app is a great way to do it and your child will have a ball with it!  
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

https://whatsgoodtodo.com/banjo-robinson-your-childs-new-pen-pal-review/
https://www.banjorobinson.com/
https://whatsgoodtodo.com/poio-reading-app-review/
https://poio.co.uk/
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Maths and Numbers 
Measure Mate from Learning Resources  
AGE: 4-8 yrs  PRICE: £32.00 
We think that the Measure Mate from Learning Resources 
makes a fantastic Christmas gift idea to encourage kids 
into the outdoors whilst actually learning vital skills. Maths 
in particular is a subject where finding inspiration to learn 
practically is difficult, but Measure Mate is ideal. And it’s 
not just a trundle wheel, it also squeezes internal and 
external callipers, a measure-stick and even a spirit level, so 
there really isn’t a great deal that you can’t measure. It 
comes in its own travel pouch and easily disassembles for 

easy transport if you need to take it on the bus. It’s great fun and a super way 
to get the kids practising their number and measuring  skills whilst getting out 
and about.   
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

Toys 

Easy Read Time Teacher Watch  
AGE: 4+  PRICE: £19.96 
The Easy Read Time Teacher watch aims to make 
learning to tell the time easy and accessible for all 
kids, and they do this with their specially designed 
watches and their teaching method. The watches 
are available in either ‘old-school’ past and to the 
hour format, or the more modern way 12/24 hour 
format. The watches are available in a number of 
different colour and style options, and you can 
choose standard or waterproof too. Easy Read Time Teacher also sell alarm 
clocks and wall clocks, so you will always find something that will help your 
little one to tell the time. We also really liked that they were quite classic 
looking and not too childlike at all, so even if you little one is more of a big 
one, they won’t feel babyish with the watch. Finally, replacement straps are 
available separately too, so if the kids change their style, the watch can 
change with them! 
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

https://whatsgoodtodo.com/learning-resources-5-in-1-outdoor-measure-mate-review/
https://www.learningresources.co.uk/5-in-1-outdoor-measure-mate
https://whatsgoodtodo.com/easyread-time-teacher-watch-review/
https://www.easyreadtimeteacher.com/browse/watches/
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Maths and Numbers 
Numbalee Game  
AGE: 6+  PRICE: £19.99 
Getting together as a family to play games is one of 
the nicest bits of family life, and we especially enjoy 
it after Christmas dinner or on Boxing Day night. 
There’s no shortage of game to enjoy together where 
you compete with words and letters, but there are 
precious few that focus on numbers and sums. We 
don’t quite understand why, because playing about 

with numbers is just as much fun as playing with letters, and that’s exactly 
what Numbalee allows you to do. This fun little game consists of 150 
numbered plastic tiles as well as dice and operations discs, all contained it a 
handy, hard-backed travel case. There are 13 different games that can be 
played with these tiles and you can make the games as simple or as 
challenging as you like. Numbalee is a great way to get the whole family 
together working on their arithmetic skills and we think it makes a great 
Christmas gift idea.  
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

Toys 

COGS Times Tables Gloves  
AGE: 4+  PRICE: £4.95 / 
£34.95 
We love a multi-functional gift idea, 
and that’s exactly what you get with 
COGS Times Tables Gloves. Available 
either individually for £4.95 per pair, or 
as a 10-pack set for £34.95, these gloves 
will not only keep your hands toasty 
and warm, they’ll also help you to remember your times tables! The 
individual pairs make a great stocking filler, but for kids at the beginning of 
their times tables journey, we think the set of 10 pairs is a worthwhile 
investment. They are perfect for making short walks to the shops or journeys 
in the car into an opportunity to practice your times tables. 
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

https://whatsgoodtodo.com/numbalee-review/
https://numbalee.com/product/numbalee/
https://whatsgoodtodo.com/cogs-times-table-gloves-review/
https://countingongloves.com/
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Science 
National Geographic Dig Kits 
AGE: 6+  PRICE: £9.99 each 
The Dig Kits range from National Geographic is a 
fantastic introduction to geology as well as other 
aspects of science. The range is vast, so there will be 
something to suit all interests, be it gem 
excavation, fossil digging and even bug hunting. 

All of the specimens in these kits are genuine and we are really impressed with 
the learning guides that come in the kit too. Each set comprises of a dig brick 
with three specimens to excavate as well as a magnifying glass and a couple 
of excavation tools. They’re great value at £9.99 each, and we think they 
make superb stocking fillers. As well as dig kits, there is also a crystal growing 
set in the range and a Make Your Own Volcano—all of which are the great 
quality you would expect coming from National Geographic.  
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

Toys 

Pepper Mint Magnificent Mars Expedition  

AGE: 8+  PRICE: £25.00 
We love the idea of a science kit aimed specifically 
at girls—science is traditionally seen as a boys’ subject 
and there seems to be precious little to encourage 
girls with the subject. The Pepper Mint range from 
Thames + Kosmos features female science hero 
Pepper Mint, and there are a number od sets in the 
range. We tried out the Magnificent Mars Expedition, which is a physics and 
magnetism based science kit that will have the kids building a moon buggy, 
investigating gravity and invisible forces and building their own space ship. 
The science behind the experiments is clearly explained and is contained in a 
bright and engaging mission handbook, themed around her space adventure. 
The set is great fun and will keep the kids engaged for ages over Christmas 
and beyond.   
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

https://whatsgoodtodo.com/national-geographic-dig-kits-review/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/stores/node/1670262031/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=ll2&tag=whatsgoodtodo-21&linkId=738f3bea706e43f34e40ba13d9a09213
https://whatsgoodtodo.com/pepper-mint-the-magnificent-mars-expedition-review/
http://thamesandkosmos.co.uk/shop/pepper-mint/pepper-mint-the-magnificent-mars-expedition/
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Science 
Thames + Kosmos Master Detective Toolkit 

AGE: 8+  PRICE: £34.99 
We were also massive fans of the Master Detective 
Toolkit from Thames + Kosmos. Forensics and 
investigation is one of the most interesting and hands-
on strands of science and this briefcase contains 
everything that a budding forensic scientist would ever 
need. The kids will be taking fingerprints, casts of 
footprints and taping off crime scenes in no time, and 

we  loved how it made them practice their note taking and deduction skills. 
It’s also fantastic for imaginative play, when they’re just that bit too old to be 
playing with dolls houses but still need to use their imagination a bit. The 
Three Detectives range also includes a couple of smaller sets too, perfect for 
smaller gifts and stocking fillers, including UV light decoding and listening bug 
sets, which are just £9.99. This is a great fun set and a great introduction to 
forensic science.  
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

Toys 

Thames + Kosmos Student Desk Globe 
AGE: 5+  PRICE: £30.00 
Finally, from Thames + Kosmos, their Student Desk 
Globe. It doesn't do anything fancy, there are no 
batteries or lights, but we really do love it! There 
always seems to be something a bit special about a 
globe—they’re utterly fascinating and every time I 
look at ours, I realise just how poor my knowledge of 
geography actually is! We think this globe is 
absolutely fabulous—there’s plenty of detail for older 
kids and it really does help you put into perspective 
just how tiny out place in the world is! The globe is 
made from sturdy acrylic plastic and sits on a stand 
that demonstrates the tilt of the Earth perfectly. This is a super gift to 
encourage curious minds and we think the whole family will love it!  
Our Rating:   Read our full review here  Available to buy here 

https://whatsgoodtodo.com/thames-kosmos-master-detective-toolkit-review/
https://www.brightminds.co.uk/products/thames-and-kosmos-master-detective-toolkit
https://whatsgoodtodo.com/thames-kosmos-student-desk-globe-review/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B07P8BDBY7/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B07P8BDBY7&linkCode=as2&tag=whatsgoodtodo-21&linkId=59d59bbd44546218faf1479ecd1a7e5f

